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SOUTH SOUND BIRD ALLIANCE
FIELD TRIP LEADER GUIDE

BEFORE THE FIELD TRIP:

The Field Trip Chair will write an Echo article based on the information you supply. This will include
location, time, leader’s name, whether registration is required, whether carpools are involved, email
address for registration and questions, and can include special instructions, description of target birds,
and description of trail conditions. The deadline for Echo articles is the 23™ of the month before the
issue is published.

DURING THE FIELD TRIP:

WELCOMING - Gather everyone around and introduce yourself. Take notice of anyone who might need
special attention, i.e. doesn’t have binoculars, has mobility issues, self-identifies as a new birder, etc.
Briefly talk about where you will be leading the group, where restroom facilities are, if a Discover Pass
should be displayed, etc. Then go around the group and have people introduce themselves and where
they are from. If you have a co-leader, have them be at the back of the group to keep an eye on
stragglers and help folks in the back. If you don’t have a co-leader there may be a more experienced
birder that you could ask to be at the back to help out.

SAFETY-CONSCIOUS — Have people sign the liability form and take the form with you on the trip. Keep
an eye on the attendees and check in with people who might need assistance. If there are parts of the
trip that may be difficult for someone to manage, explain that at the beginning. Solutions might include
having a person stay at the car for a short time, having people help each other with the difficult sections,
rerouting the walk, etc.

KNOWLEDGABLE — Make sure you know exactly what route you are following. Do a reconnaissance trip
beforehand if necessary. Know what birds you can expect on the trip. As much as possible, help every
attendee to see every species on that trip. If you can, compile an eBird report and share it with whoever
is interested.

FOR CARPOOL TRIPS — You will need to have registration along with a limit on how many cars you want
driving. Keep in mind where you will park while on the trip. If multiple stops are involved, you will need
parking places for all the cars each time. In the newsletter article, mention everything needed including
food, drink, clothing, optics, money for the driver. The customary amount is $.25/mile.

When people register, ask if they are willing to drive and if their car has room for 3 passengers plus gear.
If a Discover Pass is needed, ask if they have one. Then choose your drivers. You can assign people to a
car or let that happen organically when the field trip starts. You should be in the lead car.

AFTER THE FIELD TRIP:
Let the Field Trip Coordinator know how many people attended and how everything went.

THANK YOU FOR SHARING YOUR TIME AND KNOWLEDGE WITH OUR MEMBERS!!!!



